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SUBJECT: WITHDRAWAL OF FORMER GOVERNOR-GENERAL SIR JOHN KERR AS 
AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR TO UNESCO 

REF: CANBERRA 1030 

1 . PRIME MINISTER FRASER ANNOUNCED IN PARLIAMENT TODAY, 

MARCH 2, THAT SIR JOHN KERR HAS DECIDED NOT TO SERVE AS 
AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR TO UNESCO. 

2. KERR'S DECISION RESULTED FROM THE CONTINUING CNTRO- 
VERSY IN AUSTRALIA OVER HIS APPOINTMENT, THE ALMOST 
UNANIMOUS PRESS OPPOSITION TO IT, AND BY SHARP ALP ATTACKS IN 
PARLIAMENT. KERR, IN HIS MESSAGE TO FRASER, STRESSED THE 
DIVISIVE EFFECTS HIS APPOINTMENT HAD IN AUSTRALIA AND THE 
POTENTIAL DETRIMENTAL EFFECT IT WOULD HAVE ON THE OFFICE 
OF GOVERNOR-GENERAL AS REASONS FOR HIS DECISION. 

3. IT IS UNCLEAR WHETHER PRIME MINISTER FRASER FORCED 
KERR'S RESIGNATION OR NOT. HOWEVER, THE STRENGTH OF 
PUBLIC, PRESS, AND PARLIAMENTARY OPPOSITION CLEARLY 
SURPRISED THE PRIME MINISTER. 
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